
Specialty & Choice Options

What is Dual Language Immersion?
Dual language immersion (DLI) is an educational program in which two 
languages are used for instruction (English and a partner language).  
Students learn both academic content and literacy in English and, 
in this case, Spanish.   

Student Goals
Academic Achievement
Perform as well as or better than their English-only counterparts.

Bilingualism
Develop high levels of proficiency in native and a second language.  

Bi-Literacy
Achieve at or above grade level in academic areas in both languages.  

Multiculturalism
Demonstrate positive cross-cultural attitudes and high self-esteem. 

Program Overview
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Dual Language 
Immersion

Benefits
• Proficiency in English and Spanish
• High-level academic skills with a focus on Georgia Standards of Excellence
• Respect and appreciation for other cultures by learning, working and playing in multicultural settings
• Strong thinking and reasoning skills essential in math and science
• Expanded career options with bi-literate and bilingual skills
• Strengthened parent-school partnerships to ensure success for all students

Application, 
Eligibility, and 
Lottery

Eligibility Criteria

Lottery
In the event there are more 
eligible applicants than space 
available, students will be 
selected via a random lottery 
drawing.  If needed, a lottery will 
be held in January.

• Students must meet standards 
in ELA, Reading, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies 
on the Milestones assessment.  
If Milestones results are not 
available, other assessment 
data may be considered.

• Students must meet 
the student registration 
requirement for Rockdale 
County Public Schools.

• Students and parents must 
agree to the Choice contract.

RCPS will use an electronic 
application process for 
2018 - 19 School Choice 
programs.  No paper 
applications will be accepted.
Students may apply for one 
School Choice program only for 
the 2018-19 school year.

The application window is 
November 17 - December 15, 
2017.  The online application 
will be available on the district 
website at:  
rockdaleschools.org  

The Student Registration Office 
at 1143 West Avenue will provide 
assistance to access the online 
application if needed, Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m., on a first come, first 
served basis.  Only complete 
applications will be accepted.



Flying Falcons After-School 
Tutorial

Math and Reading Accelerated 
and Enrichment Blocks 

Foreign Language Instruction

Career and College Guidance/
Prep 

Art Club
Foreign Language Club
Cooking Club
Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl
Media/Technology Club 
Fitness Club
Safety Patrols
Y.L.O.D. 
    (Young Ladies of Distinction)
D.U.D.E.S. 
    (Dynamic, Upright, Dedicated,
     Esteemed Students)
M.O.R.E. (after school program)
4-H
Student Council
Chorus
Girl Scouts
National Junior Beta Club
Peer Mediators

Extracurricular
Activities:

Additional Academic
Services:

Dual Language Immersion at C.J. Hicks

A Message from the Principal
Dear Parent or Guardian:

In keeping with our school’s mission to ensure that all students achieve their highest level 
of academic potential and become contributing members of a global society, it is with great 
pride and excitement that I introduce to you our Spanish Dual Language Immersion (DLI) 
program.  This Dual Language Immersion program is a unique educational model where 
children learn to read, write, speak and communicate in two languages: English & Spanish. 
Native speakers in both languages learn together beginning in Kindergarten and grade 
levels are added each subsequent school year up to grade 5.  

Communication and collaboration in the global marketplace will become increasingly 
valuable skills for our students as they prepare for college, careers, and citizenship after 
graduation. I am confident that our amazing DLI teachers will prepare students for this 21st 
century reality through Dual Language Immersion (DLI).  We are so happy to be a part of 
the fastest growing language program in the country.  Please explore our website to learn 
more about the benefits of dual language immersion and for more detailed information 
about this innovative program and how you can get involved.

I anticipate a most successful year as my team and I support the academic, social, and 
emotional growth of your child at C.J. Hicks Elementary School.  My door is always open 
and I welcome your input. Please feel free to stop in or call to make an appointment to 
discuss any concerns, suggestions, or ideas to help make this the best year yet!  I look 
forward to working with you and your child.  

In partnership,

Mr. Tiwon U. Toney




